Dental anxiety, the parental family and regularity of dental attendance.
A survey was carried out among 25-yr-old inhabitants of Amsterdam in order to study the relationship between regularity of dental attendance on the one hand and dental anxiety, dental upbringing of the respondents, dental behavior of the parents, education, sex, and the interactions between these independents, on the other. The data were analyzed hierarchically with regression analysis, the logistic approach. Dental anxiety, sex, dental upbringing and the interaction between education and anxiety, in that order, were found to be of importance for the prediction of regularity of dental attendance. Two other terms, though lacking substantial standardized regression coefficients, namely education and the interaction between education and dental upbringing, are also present in the model found. The prediction of one being a regular attender is satisfactory, but the classification of the irregular attenders is disappointing. The effect is discussed of the rather large non-response and attention is given to the effect of dental upbringing in regard to coping resources in the dental situation. It has to be concluded that other factors must be included to achieve an improvement of the classification of the irregular attenders. Dental anxiety, although of importance, cannot account for an adequate differentiation between regular and irregular attenders.